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their efforts, the time has now come when even the enemies of the
Congress have to admit its strength, and haughty officials have to pay
heed to its suggestions.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-1-1905

286. PLAGUE AND LIQUOR

The Punjab Government Report on liquor states that many people
in the Punjab have taken to drink out of a dread of plague, and there
has consequently been a great increase in the excise revenue from liquor.
The Report, moreover, states that the epidemic has broken out more
virulently and casualties have been more numerous in places where people
took to drinking in the belief that liquor prevented plague infection, but
that rather less harm was done by plague where people did not drink at all.
Although this does not prove that abstainers are immune from plague,
this much it does prove that drinking leads to utter ruin. Dr. Mellis,
who was the Chief Medical Officer in the Plague Hospital in Johannesburg,
is also of the same opinion, namely, that drinking does not check, but
aggravates the plague.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 14-1-1905

287. PLAGUE IN JOHANNESBURG*
JOHANNESBURG,
January 16, 1905
Plague seems to have broken out in Johannesburg. A few days ago,
the son of a Muslim hawker in Sower Street caught the infection. His
doctor informed the authorities on Saturday. On Sunday, he was removed
to the Plague Hospital, the young man died to-day and has already been
buried. No funeral rites could, therefore, be performed. Normally, the
authorities would gladly have handed the body over for this purpose.
Once again the dark clouds are gathering. It will be to the great bene-
fit of our people, if they bear in mind the following rules; otherwise, there
would be immense harm. What is more, it might be used as an argument
for enacting more severe laws against us.
1.  No one should think that the Government will harass the patient
after removing him to the hospital.
2.  The Government should be immediately informed in case of a
sudden attack of fever or asthma.
1 This appeared as "From Our Correspondent'*.